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With Imus as Co -Pilot, Mayor Raps 'Hot Talk' Radio
Earhart Book Takes Off
Don Imus, who's shown his
considerable muscle with
political bigwigs in recent
months, can also sell books.

Just last month, Imus'
wife, Dierdre, bought a copy
of I Was Amelia Earhart, a
first novel by Jane
Mendelsohn.

She read and liked the
slim, little -noticed book, an
imagination of the end of the
pioneer aviator's life on a
deserted island (Earhart's
plane vanished in the Pacific
in 1937)-and passed it

along to her husband. "I

thought it was lyrical and
poetic," Imus told Newsweek.

On Monday, April 22, he
began waxing lyrical, if not
poetic, about the book on
his syndicated morning
show from WFAN-New
York. By the end of the
week, book stores were
rushing to order 60,000
copies. Within another

Liberty Gets

Bigger Piece

Of the BOX
Liberty Media Corporation
has agreed to increase its
stake in Video Jukebox
Network Inc., which oper-
ates The BOX, to a control-
ling stake worth up to $32
million.

The Denver -based Liberty.
which now holds 5 percent
of Video Jukebox, plans to
purchase 5.6 million shares
for $2 each, from a share-
holder group. Liberty will
also have options to buy
enough additional shares at
the same price to give it 52
percent of voting shares and
60 percent of outstanding
shares.

Liberty Media CEO Peter
Barton said that digital tech-
nology recently implement-
ed by the BOX will differen-
tiate the interactive video
channel from all others, and
-enable the BOX to localize
programming efficiently,
while maintaining the lever-
age of a national brand."

week, the book was number
eight on the New York Times
best-seller list and in its sixth
printing. And, last week,

Fine Line Features bought
the movie rights.

"Bill and Hillary might not
have nice things to say
about Imus," noted one
industry observer, "but you
can bet Jane certainly does.
It is a great hook, but it

wouldn't be where it is
today without the Imus
injection."

Joel Jaws for

WPLJ's 25th
To help WPLJ/FM-New
York celebrate its 25th
anniversary May 16, Billy
Joel took the stage at
Town Hall for a three-
hour, live broadcast ses-
sion of "Questions,
Answers, and a Little
Music." True to his title,
he played and dissected
various songs, but mostly
talked to the audience,
much of it comprised of
music students. "I should
have paid more attention
to the business end of my
career," he said, referring
to his well -documented
managerial problems.

Here, Joel joins the
WPLJ staff backstage.

Norm Rice, the highly -
regarded Mayor of Seattle,
has joined critics of talk
radio, labeling as dangerous
"cowards" KVI/AM and oth-
ers for spreading unsubstan-
tiated rumors that he was
gay and had been shot by
his wife.

The rumors, begun three
years ago by a former city
employee who distributed
fliers on the street, were
aired on a show entitled The
Truth About Norm Rice,
which was also aired by
KGA/AM-Spokane.

Jazz 'Voice

Of America'

Is Stilled
Willis Conover, one of the
first and most important
championssof jazz music on
the radio, has died at age 75.

Conover, who sent jazz
through the Iron Curtain to
millions of listeners by way
of the Voice of America in
the mid -'50s, died of lung
cancer May 17 in a hospital
in Alexandria, Va., near his
home in Washington.

That's where he began his
Voice of America Jazz Hour
in 1955. Playing what he
called "the music of free-
dom," Conover reached an
estimated audience of 30
million in Eastern Europe
and the Soviet Union; some
100 million worldwide.

While the government -
operated Voice of America
could not be beamed into
the U.S. itself, Conover was
known as the announcer of
the Newport Jazz Festival for
15 years, and before landing
the Voice of America job.
was a popular DJ in
Washington.

It was at his first radio job.
at a station in Cumberland.
Md., that Conover discov-
ered a record by Charlie
Barnet, "Cherokee," and
went to a record store to find
more such music. When the
owner asked, "You really
like that jazz, don't you?
Conover replied: "What's
jazz?"

Rice, a candidate for
Governor of Washington,
has been mentioned as a
potential candidate for a

Cabinet post if President
Clinton wins reelection. KVI,
in recent years, has come to
be known as a forum for
Republican views.

In the April 11 program

Mayor Rice, as Matured recent -
y in Newsweek.

(bout Rice, however, host
Mike Siegel went beyond
politics, airing the allega-
tion that the Mayor had
been shot by his wife, Dr.
Constance Rice, in early
1993 after she'd supposedly
found him with a man.
"Because it's such a rampant
rumor,- said Siegel on the
air, "the Mayor ought to
come out and deny it."

He did, to attack "so-
called hot talk radio."

Last week, standing with
his wife and son, along with

community and religious
leaders, Rice held a press
conference, saying he had
no choice but to combat the
rumors.

"When a station decides to
simulcast all over the state
of Washington with a lie and
a rumor, wherever you go, it
is the lie and the rumor that
defines you," he said. "KVI
has taken the hateful words
put on paper by one dis-
turbed former employee,
even though they have
admitted these words did
not contain one shred of
truth-and deliberately
spread these lies across our
state. I am here to say they
are cowards. They are dan-
gerous."

"We've acknowedged that
it is a rumor," said Rob
Dunlop, Operations
Manager of KVI. Host Siegel
added, "There was no intent
to spread something that
was rumor and innuendo,
and if that happened, I'm
sorry."

As GAVIN went to press,
KVI put Siegel on indefinite
suspension with pay. A sta-
tion manager called the sus-
pension "a time-out" and
said it was not prompted by
any single factor.

Johnny 'Guitar'
Watson, 61, Dies
The original "Gangster of Love" is dead.

Johnny "Guitar" Watson, an influential R&B guitarist and
singer, died May 17 in Japan, just as he was about to per-
form at the Yokohama Blues Cafe.

Al Bell, President of Bellmark Records, said Watson
apparently suffered a heart attack. He was 61.

The Houston -born Watson's recordings, ranging from
the '50s to 1993, included "The Gangster of Love," which
became a nickname and was covered by the Steve Miller
Band in his 1968 album, Sailor.

Besides Miller, Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, and Stevie
Ray Vaughan have pointed to Watson as a guitar influ-
ence. Frank Zappa employed him on several recordings.
once describing Watson's sound as "an icepick to the fore-
head," and his playing was sampled in rap songs by Ice
Cube and Snoop Doggy Dogg.

"He had his unique style," said Bell. "He knew simplic-
ity had power."

His last album, Bow Wow, was his first in more than a
- decade, and received a Grammy nomination. In March,
Watson received a Pioneer Award from the Rhythm and
Blues Foundation in ceremonies at the Hollywood
Palladium du .
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